of the Amir, very few telephones, few electric
lights. There are neither telegraph-lines nor
railways, and the country does not boast of
a single bank. Much of the territory is utterly
wild and unexplored.

Yet Afghanistan is to-day one of the most
important countries on earth. With the possible
exception of Turkey, It is more powerful than
any other Mohammedan state. It lies right at
the cross-roads of Central Asia and controls
nearly all the important avenues of approach to
India from the north and from the west. How
under the sun It has been able to maintain its
aloofness from the rest of the world, in view
of its geographical position, is a mystery.

I asked our host, Colonel Abdul Ibrahim, for
his explanation. Since apparently he was a man
of considerable culture and a full-blooded Afghan,
I was curious to hear what he would say. He
replied that he thought the policy of isolation
had been adhered to largely because his country
was inhabited by independent, freedom-loving
people, who were always ready to fight for their
liberty and who had no intention of being
gobbled up by either the British Imperialists
to the south-east or the Russians to the north.
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